Related Event for COP10-CBD:

The Interactive Fair for Biodiversity

By Keiya Nakajima, Ph.D,
The Japan Falconiformes Center

The Japan Falconiformes Center (JFC) held a forum in Nagoya
Gakuin University at 23 October on the Interactive Fair for
Biodiversity which was related to the event for COP10-CBD
at a neighboring site of the conference hall. The theme was
“How Bird of Prey Conservation can Benefit Biodiversity”,
to introduce the meaning of conservation, results with
falconry skill and advanced approach in overseas. One of
presentation was “From Jess to TESS: Conservation through
Falconry” by Professor Robert Kenward, who attended to
COP10-CBD as Science Supervisor of FP-7 Transactional
Environment Support System (TESS) and Chair of IUCN
Species Survival Commission European Sustainable Use
Specialist Group.

Messe Nagoya 2010
This event was held from 27-30 October at Port Messe
Nagoya in Kinjo Pier, Nagoya Port with 450 exhibitors and
43,000 visitors. It was big trade fair in Nagoya area to promote
business under the theme of “Environment & Energy” that
was cooperated with COP10-CBD.

Talk show at Messe Nagoya 2010.

Presentation by Keiya Nakajima.

I also had a presentation “Conservation of Birds of Prey to
Keep the Biodiversity” to introduce the situation of Japanese
birds of prey and our conservation activities with falconry
skill. There were around 80 participants at this event.
In COP10-CBD, a registration pass was required from the
organizer to enter the conference area. Therefore visitors
could not enter the place if they were interested in the event
at the conference hall. However, the Interactive Fair for
Biodiversity was open to the public without registration. I
think that the forum was also good opportunity to find new
understanding for related persons who could not enter the
conference hall.
For more information on this event visit the website at:
www.cop10.jp/fair/en/index.html
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In the event, JFC attended to talk show on 27 and 29
October at the booth of CHUBU Electric Power Co., Inc.
Related display was also provided in the booth to introduce
conservation works for bird of prey and good results with
falconry skill. It is likely that almost all the participants visited
to the event in their business. We hoped that our presentation
would be helpful for their understanding or resolving a
difficulty on the conservation of environment.
For more information on this event visit the website at:
www.messenagoya.jp/2010/english.html
Conclusion
COP10-CBD and related events were held in Nagoya Japan
at late in October 2010. They were a unique opportunity to
meet many parties and persons in the world that are related to
keep biodiversity. In this time, falconry and the conservation
activities for birds of prey were introduced to the participants
by several events that were prepared by CIC, FACE, JFC,
TESS, IUCN and IAF. The next meeting for COP11-CBD
will be held in India at 8-19 October 2012.
Finally, I am deeply grateful to Professor Robert Kenward for
his kind help to the related event by JFC.

Traditional
Turkish
Sparrowhawking
By Doğan Luke Smith

Falconry has been in Turkey since prehistoric times. The
oldest artifact of falconry in Turkey is a carved stone picture
showing a Hittite prince holding a goshawk found near the city
of Kahramanmaras dating to 800 B.C. This ancient tradition is
still living in the people of the Republic of Turkey. Falconry in
Turkey has developed into a cultural tradition and now is a very
important passion in several regions of the country.
Historically several forms of falconry were practiced in
Turkey. Three separate falconry centers are known: the
Eastern Black Sea consisting of only sparrow hawks, the
Southern Mediterranean coast using both goshawks and
sparrow hawks, and the North West where all species where
used, but was dominated by large falcons. The peak of Turkish
falconry in the country as a whole was reached during the
Middle Ages and the Sultans created special quarters for and
employed hundreds of falconers and hawkers for his hunting
parties. In modern Istanbul, though no historic buildings
survive, the area is still referred to as the Falconer’s Square
and Falconer’s Street.
During this time many falconry books were written in the
Turkish language, excellent raptor protection laws were in
place, and all forms of falconry were held in high regard by
social leaders. Many falconry books and paintings from this
period still survive in the Topkapi and Dolmabahce Palace
libraries. From reading one of these I learned that falconry
was so important to the Sultans that if a bird performed a
particularly exciting flight they would personally find the
trainer and reward him by giving the trainer the catch.
Unfortunately falconry lost importance in the 18th century
and ceased as a royal tradition and therefore lost significance
nationally. In modern times only training sparrow hawks has

survived as a culture. Fortunately sparrow hawking is truly
the most unique form of Turkish falconry. Other forms of
falconry have decreased almost to extinction because of
pressures from environmentalists and economic problems.
Only this proverb still survives which was often a taunt said
by falcon users to serious sparrow hawkers, “Atmahjah ee ee
deer ama ee ee lay ya hee shaheen-(A sparrow hawk is good
but a falcon is more progressed).”
Trapping new birds of any species was made completely
illegal and only previously captured sparrow hawks could
be used from 1987 until 2002. During this time the art of
falconry/hawking severely suffered and a generation of
youth was not properly taught the sport. In 2002, hawkers
fought to make capturing sparrow hawks legal again. After
help from Eurpean falconers from IAF and intense meetings
with the government was convinced to legalize the capturing
and use of sparrow hawks once again.
In the fifteen years when hawking was illegal the tradition
significantly suffered. Yet there are still a number of older
sparrow hawkers left. Training sparrow hawks was and still is
a very important tradition. There are statues in the center of
the cities of Arhavi and Rize to show the importance of this
culture. Many songs describing trapping and training sparrow
hawks and its significance to people living in the eastern
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