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The International Association of Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey

Internationale Vereinigung fiir Falknerei und Greifvogelschutz
Zwanzig Jahre Internationale Vereinigung fiir Falknerei und Greifvogelschutz IAF

die Internaticnale Vereinigung fir Falknerei
B5Er

auf die Vorpeschichte dieser Vereinigung der bedeutentsten Falknerverbénde
zu richten.

Als der Osterreichische Falknerbund unter seirem damaligen Prdsidenten Dr.
Eduard Tratnig-Frankl 1963 auf der Burg Hochosterwitz seine erste internatio=
nale Tagung abhielt, folgten Falkner aus dreizehn Nationen seiner Einladung.
Auf dieser Tagung nahm der Gedanke eines internatiocnalen Zusammenschlusses
der grofien Falknercrganisationen das erste Mal Gestalt an. Aufgrund mangelnder
Initiative erfolgte daraufhin jedoch =zundchst nichts. Mich liel aber diese
faszinierande Idee nicht los und deshalb versuchte ich durch Artikel in unserer
Zeitschrift '"Der Falkner" und durch Gesprdache mit Funktiondren befreundeter
Falkneroroanisationen Befiirworter einer solchen Vereinigung zu finden. 1In
einem Leitartikel schlug ich eine Tagung des Deutschen Falkenordens oder des
Osterreichischen Falknerbundes als ;geeignetsten Ort fir entsprechende Beratun=
gen vor. Im Oktober 1967 war es dann so weit, daB im Rahmen eirer internatio=
nalen Falknertagung des Osterreichischen Falknerbundes auf SchloB Petronell
Vertreter einiger europdischer Falknerverbidnde fiir die Idee eines Zusammen=
schlusses gewonnen werden konnten. Die Tagungen des Usterreichischen Falkner=
bundes sind Ffiir ihre herzliche, vo&lkerverbindende Atmosphdre bei Jagd und
Geselligkeit bekannt. So war es auch bei dieser Tagung, als nach erfolgreicher
Jagd im Hof des Schlosses Petronell unseres Prisidenten Octo Graf Abensperg-
Traun bei Fackelschein ufdd Hornerklang die Strecke gelegt wurde. Nach dem
darauffolgenden Empfang im Freskensaal des Schlosses am 14, Oktober 1967 war
die Stimmung unserer ausldndischen Falknerfreunde geldst und bereit zu Ver=
handlungen iiber die Art der gewiinschten Vereinigung. In den folgenden Beratun=
gen stellten die anwesenden Vertreter der europdischen Falknerverbidnde ein=

stimmig die MNotwendigkeit der Schaffung einer Arteitsgemeinschaft Fiir Falk=

nerei und Greifvogelschutz fest und beauftragten nich, die ndtigen Schritte

zur Griindung derselben zu unternehmen.

Fiir die Grindungsversammlung war zundchst Wien vorgesehen, wegen der zentra=
leren Lage in Bezug auf den Anreiseweg wurde jedoch dann Diisseldorf gewahlt.
Nach umfangreichen Vorarbeiten war es dann am 6.4.1968 so weit, dafl unter
meinem Vorsitz in Diisseldorf die Internatiocnale Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir Falk=

nerei und Greifvogelschutz gegrindet werden konnte.
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Auf der Griindungsversammlung waren folgende Organisationen durch die ange=

fiihrten Delegierten vertreten:

Deutscher Falkenorden Dr. Heinz Brill, Dietrich Gutt,

Gustl Eutermoser

British Falconers’Club C.J. Morley
wieizerische Falknerveroeini qung Toni R. Lutz, E: [
Nederlands Valkeniersverbond G.A. van Nie

Circolo dei Falconieri Dott. Umberto Caproni di Taliedo

Osterreichischer Falknerbund Heinz Pils

Zum ersten Prdsidenten der IAF wurde Jack Mavrogordato gewdhlt. In seine Amtss=

zeit von 1968 bis 1972 fallen folgende wichtige Ergebnisse.
BeschluB der Grundsitze der IAF.

Aufnahme der IAF als Mitglied des Internationalen Jagdrates zur Erhaltung

des Wildes CIC durch die Generalversammlung des CIC in Mamaia im Mai 1968.

Anerkennung der IAF als Représentant fiir Falknerei und Greifvogelschutz bedi

Konferenzen des Internationalen Rates fiir Vogelschutz I.C.B.P. im Jahre -1970.

Ndchster Prdsident der IAF von 1972 bis 1975 war Otto Graf Abensperg-Traun.

Folgende Ereignisse prdgen seine Amtszeit.

Im Juni 1973 vertrat der Prisident die IAF bei der Generalversammlung des
CIC in Warschau. Im Verlauf dieser Versammlung wurde vom CIC eine Empfehlung
zum vollstdndigen Schutz bzw. zur ganzjihrigen Schonung aller Greifvigel ge=
geben. :

Im Oktober 1973 beschloB ,die IAF in Petronell eine Resolution, welche die
internationalen Jagd- und Naturschutzorganisationen auffordert Fiir den Schutz
der Greifvigel und die Erhaltung der Falknerei einzutrecen. In dieser Resolu=
tion wurden auch die Grundsitze der IAF dargelegt.

Im April 1974 vertrat der Prdsident die IAF bei der Generalversammlung des
CIC in Teheran, bei der die Kommission Fiir Zugvigel eine Resolution an die
Regierungen gerichtet hat, die Falknerei zu erhalten, die Greifvdgel zu schenen
und fiir die Falknerei in erst er Linie gezichtete Greifvigel zu verwenden.
Bei dieser Sitzung des CIC wurde auch die Resolution der IAF von Petronell
anerkannt und darauf hingewiesen, daB diese in den "President Letters" des
Internationalen Rates fiir Vogelschutz vom Dezember 1973 verdffentlicht und

damit auch vom I.C.B.P. gutgeheiflen wurden.

Im Oktober 1975 fand in Wien die 1. Weltkonferenz des Internationalen Rates
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fiir Voselschutz ICBP iiber den Schutz der Greifvigel statt. Auf dieser Tagung
war T.4.M. Jack, welcher seit 1972 die Interessen der IAF beim ICBP vertritt,
Sprecher der IAF. Er konnte die Delegierten von der Stellung der Falknerei
im Greifvogelschutz iiberzeugen, sodal in der abschlieflenden Resolution die

Berechtigung derselben durch den ICBP anerkannt wurde.

Yetoher 1975 bis Oktober 1978 leitete Toni Lutz die IAF. Innerhalb dieser

Mues

Herausgabe der Zeitschrift "Captive Breeding" und Vermittlung eines umfang=
reichen Erfahrungsaustausches zwischen den Zuchtgruppen durch Dr. R.E. Kenward.
Organisation der im Oktober 1977 in Oxford stattgefundenen '"Conference on
Bird of Prey Manegment Techniques'" durch Dr.R.E. Xenward.

Entsendung von Dr. Basset als Vertreter der IAF zu der 1978 in Sofia abges=
haltenen Generalversammlung des CIC. Auf Antrag von Dr. Basset wurde bei dieser
Versammlung die Grindung einer Arbeitsgruppe fir Falknerei innerhaldb der HKem=
missien "Zugvigel" des CIC beschlessen.

Vom Oktober 1978 bis COktober 1984 var Comte Charles de Ganav Prdsident der
IAF. Fir diesen Zeitraum sind folgende Aktivitdten hervorzuheben.

Im Mai 1979 tagte im Rahmen der Generalversammlung des CIC in Athen die neu
gegriindete Arbeitsgruppe fiir Falknerei des CIC unter dem Vorsitz von Comte

Charles de Ganay.

"Die Kommission "Zugvdgel" des CIC gab in Athen aufgrund der Ausfiihrungen der

Arbeitsgruppe fir Falknerei eine Empfehlung, in der die TAF zls die Organisa=
tion anerkannt wurde, die am besten geeignet ist, die Interessen der Falknerei

im CIC zu vertreten.

Leider war mit diesem einmaligen Auftreten die Tidtigkeit der Arbeitsgruppe
fiir Falknerei im CIC erschépft und diese konnte erst fiinf Jahre spdter durch
mich wieder ins Leben pgerufen werden.

Ausarbeitung und Genehmigung der Statuten der IAF.

Ausarbeitung und Genehmigung des Verhaltenskodex der IAF.

Organisation der im Oktober 1981 in Oxford stattgefundenen "Conference on
Understanding Lhe Goshawk'' durch Dr.R.E. Xenward.

Im Mai 1984 wurde im Rahmen der Generalversammlung des CIC in Innsbruck die
"Arbeitsgruppe fiir Falknerei und Erhaltung der Greifvigel" des CIC neu organi=
siert. Die Arbeitsgruppe untersteht nunmehr direkt dem Verwaltungsrat des

CIC. Zum Prdsidenten der Arbeitsgruppe wurde ich gewdhlt, die IAF ist in der=

selben durch ihren Pridsidenten und drei Delegierte vertreten.



Vom Oktober 1984 bis heute ist Christian de Coune Prisident der IAF. Dieser
Zeitraum gehért noch zu wenig der Geschichte an, als daf dariiber ein bewerten=
der Bericht abgegeben werden kénnte. Seine bisherige Arbeit zeigt jedoch,

daB sie durchaus den Erfolgen seiner Vorgdnger gerecht wird.

Ssatlonen lur die Sache der talknerei und des Lreifvogelschutzes erzielen Konns=

ten, wenngleich diese auch nicht besonders erwvdhnt “wurden.

Die wichtigsten Ziele der Internationalen Vereinigung fiir Falknerei und Greif=

vogelschutz IAF sind:
die Peizjagd zu erhalten und die Ausbildung der Falkner zu fordern;
die Greifvogelforschung und die Gefangenschaftszucht zu unterstiitzen;

die naticnalen Gesetzgebungen und Prakriken beztiglich der Falknerei und

Greitvogeihultung in Einklang zu bringen;

das Verhalten der Falkner durch einen Fir alle Mitglieder giltigen Vers

haltenskedex zu regeln;
die Greifvigel durch Festlegung internationaler Regeln zu schiitzen;
der Offentlichkeit ein richtiges Bild wvon der Falknerei zu vermitteln,

Der IAF gehéren die fiir ihr Land représentativen Falknerorganisationen von
Belgien, Dénemark, Deutschland, Frankreich, GroBbritannien, Irland, Italien,
Japan, Niederlande, @sterreich, Polen, Schweiz, Spanien, Siidafrika, Tunesien

und Ungarn an,

Der Internationalen Vereinigung fiir Falknerei und Greifvegelschutz TAF ist
zu verdanken, dall die Beizjagd heute wieder den ihr gebiihrenden Platz im Jagd=
geschehen eirnimmt und daB die Falkner von den Vogel- und Naturschutzorgani=

sationen als engagierte Greifvegelschiitzer anerkannt werden.
Hieedin. o R G e e

e
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In IAF Hewsletter yo. 1/1988, in a few words [ wrote about my oid
friend J G Mavrogordato, I stated that ne ‘founded the International
Association of Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey'. It has
been brought to my attention that this is wWrong. He was not the
founder. g

Would you be sg goed as to publish this letter of coerrection. [
apologise for this mistake and for any offence I have given by making
it.

Yours sincarely

T A M Jack

Prasident, BFC

July 1988",

1968 - 1988

XXth ANNIVERSARY

The International Association for Falconry and Conserfitiggacf
Birds of Prey has been founded in Diusseldorf the 6th Apri .

Twenty years ago!

i t
This XXth anniversary is the opportunity to glance at t287§;?5
and summarize the main events which were the landmarks o T:
life.

1967

l4th October, at a reception given at Petronell Cas;le by uou?t
Abensperg-Traun on the occasion of Fhe meeting ii 'Fne
Osterreichischer Falknerbund, representatives of Fhe fo ?Jlnf
countries agreed unanimously on the creation o? an 1nternat_iiia
association: GERMANY: Gustl Eutermoser, GChristian ISaar, L
Witt; GREAT BRITAIN: Cyril Morley, Ridley Mac Phain; FRAN -
Gilles Nortier; NETHERLANDS : Gerrit van Nie, Pagl‘ Carﬁin.
CZECHLOVAKIA: Jiri Svoboda, Jiri Herold; AUSTRIA: Heinz Pi s,
iwald, . .
::Egzmiils has been entrusted with preparing the constitution of
an international association.
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in *Zweibrucken Hof", Dlsseldorf, the constituant

took place under the chairmanship of Heinz Pils. It was
by

Brul lgrDie i
Cyril Morley.
SWITZERLAND: Toni Lutz, Pierre Basset.
NETHERLANDS: Gerrit van Nie.

ITALY: Umberto Caproni di Taliedo.
AUSTRIA: Heinz Pils.

3

bt oeeGus €1 ermoser.

The INTERNATIONAL ASOCIATION FOR FALCONRY AND CONSERVATION OF
BIRDS OF PREY was born!

Jack Mavrogordato is elected first president of the IAF.

In May, the CIC admitted IAF as member.

Jack Mavrogordato attends, as president of the BFC, the
Conference of the European Continental Section of ICBP, where
falconry was the target of very severe attacks.

1970

The 15th World Conference of the ICEP, Texel, Holland, WAas
attended by Jack Mavrogordato.

IAF has been admitted as the representative of falconry at the
ICBP conferences.

1972

Jack_ Mavro attends the 10th Conference of the European
Continental Section of ICBP in Rumania. For the first time, IAF
was accorded a separate and independant status amongst the other
international associations like WWF, UNESCO etc... TAF was the
only sporting organisation with such a status. Bitter attacks
were made against falconry. A resolution was adopted concerning
trade in birds of prey, full prohibition is requested except
under licence for "approved purpose”.

In October, Count Otto Abensperg-Traun is elected IAF president.

1973

At ics general meeting in Petronell (Austria), IAF adopted a
resolution on falconry and conservation of birds of prey; this
resoluticn has been sent te all impertant organisations (CIC,
ICBE, WFF, etc...}. It laid down the principles of birds of prey
Pro:ectxon and the practice of falconry, it called upon the great
lnternational organisations in order that they ensure the
survival of falconry and support of captive breding of hawks.

1974

Antony Jack attends the XVI TICBP World C?ngress in Camberra
(Australia), he had to cope with severe oppositions to falcogry.

He succeeded in having ICBP accepting and sending to the natﬁ?nal
text encouraging them =to0 uc;laborgte and exchange
with hunting and falconry organisations.

at the

rat repres

meeting C in Theheran. A
and will be sent to all governments.

1975

In October, ICBP helds its First World Conference on Birds of
Prey in Vienna. .
IAF was one of the sponsors of the conference. Anthony iack who
represented IAF made a speech at the opening of the CQn erenfe;
1 1 £ F1a i 3
Robert kenward gave a paper on the role of flaconry in captiv
breeding. . . o e
IAF proposed a resolution on falconry and helped drafting an 1
one, both were adopted. . . ) .
Those resolutions must be considerd as an historical event
favour of falconry. Those resolutions are the basis of the polfby
of the great conservation organisations, ICBP of course but a_ST
WWF. they are still now the main scientific argument In support
of falconry. o con
Falconry was the target of severe oppositions whic
led to its abolition. ) ) . .
The "Vienna Resolutions” have saved the life of falconry!

could have

Toni Lutz is elected IAF President.

1976

Anthony Jack represeants IAF at the Conference of Europaa;
Continental Section of ICEP at Radolfzell (W. Gg:many). He
collaborated in the discussion about resolutions on the trade in
wildlife.

1977

IAF together with the British Falcconers club hold a three dayﬁ
conference in Oxford under the title “Bird of Prey Management
Techniques" organised by Robert Kenward. )
It has been a great success: ornithologists, wvets and
from 18 countries attended the conference. )
At the gneral meeting of IAF in Oxford, the suggestion to create
within the CIC a falconry commission was adopted.

Anthony Jack on his own initiative alerted the E?C fayconry clu?sd
within the TIAF about a proposal for a EEC Directive on bir
conservation. o . & of
If adopted as such, this text would have meant tae en
falconry in the EEC. i .
Very few countries reacted on Anthony chk's' warg;ng. .
interventions which followed resulted in the Directive 79/408
which clearly allows falconry and permits to the governments
derogate in favour of falconry.

Once more falconry was saved!

falconers
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Anthony Jack represents IAF at the World GConference of ICEP in
Ohrid (Yugoslavia).

Pierre Basset represents IAF at
at which the d i
working group on fal
The IAF general meeting in Leck (W.Germars elects Count Charles
de Ganay as its president. At the same meeting it is decided to
work out statutes for the IAF.

meeting in Sofia
within CIC a

of prey.

sion has be

conrcy and con

1979

IAF general meeting in Paris. The draft statutes made by Charles
de Ganay are discussed, amended and adopted. For the first time
IAF has statutes of an international association.

General meeting of CIC in Athens, the newly founded Working Group
on Falconry and Conservation of Birds of prey meets with Charles
de Ganay as president. The CIC adopts a recommendation stating
that TAF is best able to represent falconry in the CIC.

1980

Anthony Jack represents IAF at the European Continental Section
of ICBP in Malta.

Dr del Mastro Calvetti represents IAF at the CIC meeting in Rome.

1981

IAF holds a three days conference in Oxford under the title:
"Understanding the Goshawk"® organised by Robert Kenward. This
conference achieved a great success.

Roger Thacker (USA) represents IAF at the Conference of the
Parties to the CITES in Delhi (India) and obtains the down
listing to Appendix II of the North American population of the
Gyr Falcon.

Anthony Jack represents IAF at the European Continental Section
of ICBP in Holland.

Peter Sapara represents IAF at the meeting of CIC in Munich.

1982

Meeting of the World Working Group on 3Birds of Prey in
Thessaloniki where Robert Kenward gives a paper on the role of
falconry and hunting in raptor conservation.

Anthony Jack represents IAF at the ICBP World Congress in
Cambridge.

Dr B.U. Meyburg attends TIAF meeting and assists in revising the
IAF Code of Conduct.
1983

Anthony Jack represents IAF at the European Continental Section
of ICBP in France.
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1984

IAF holds its general meeting in Stgel (W.Germany), a resolution
is adopted on illegal traffic in birds of prey.

CIC working group holds ting in S5bgel.
CIC general meeting the Working grou:z on
lconry and
de Couns
1985
C. de Coune represents IAF at the conference of the European

Continental Section of ICBP in Rapperswill (Switzerland).

C. de Coune represents IAF at the Conference of the Parties to
the CITES in Buenos Aires in order to counter a proposal aiming
at re-listing the North American Gyrfalcon to Appendix I, the
proposal has been adopted.

C. de Coune represents IAF at the Raptor Research Foundation
Conference in Sacramento (USA), the biggest raptor conference
ever held with 900 participants, he had a resolution adopted

recognising the role of falconers in bird of prey conservation.
ARF decides to draft a Falconry Position Statement.

IAF general meeting in Woodhall Spa (G-B), a recommendation is
adopted on the compulsory ringing of all falconry birds.

1986

CIC working pgroup meets in Steyr (Austria), a guideline for
legislations on falconry and hawk keeping and a recommendation to
the governments on falconry and taking birds of prey from the
wild have been worked out.

IAF general meeting in Hambach (W. Germany); the Code of Conduct
is slightly amended; a recommendation is adopted asking that ?he
surplus  of captive bred birds be given to reintroduction
projects; a recommendation is made to the Danish government to
adopt a favourable attitude towards falconry.

IAF is admitted as observer at the Standing Committe of the Bern
Convention of the Council of Europe.

Robert Kenward represents IAF at the meeting of the Raptor
Research Foundation in Gainesville (USA) where a Falconry
Position Statement is being worked out.

C. de Coune regresen F at the Third World Conference on Birds
o 5

f Prey in Eilat (I

Anthony Jack represents IAF at the European Continental Section
cof ICBP in Visegrad (Hungary); ICBP recommends collaboration with
bona fide falconry organisations.

C. de Coune attends the Planary Meeting of the "Intergroup
Fieldsports, Woodland and Environmant" of the European Parliament
an the topic: "Should the Directive 76/4009 be amended or
Completed? ™.

IAF holds its general meeting in Perg (Austria).

N T
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on the

GENERAL MEETTIUHNG

l 98 7

r from left to right: Fentzloff, Caproni, Sapara, de Coune, Pils,
| Jack, Meijvogel, de Bruin)

PERG{Austria)
SATURDAY,17th OCTOBER 1987
Attendance: C, de Bruinm (NL}, U. Caproni di Taliedo (I) C. de
T:i

Coune (B), A. Jack (GB), 6. Luke (IRL}, Meijvogel
(NL)y, H. Pils (a4}, P. Sapara (D).
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Opening of the meeting.
The ﬁresident thanks the Osterreichischer Falkerbund and Heinz

Pils for having been kind enough to host our general meeting.

The president expresses his gratitude to the members who bothered

to come to Perg, which for some of them meant a very long
journey.
IAF must be grateful to the members who accept the invitation to

attend the general meeting.

It is essential to the life of IAF that once a year, at least,
the members sit around a table and exchange their views and take
the important decisions which commit falconers associations of 16
countries.

Report on activities.

The IAF Newsletter N®*1/87 had been distributed to the
Participants, it contains the report on the activities since our
last general meeting.

XVIth Conference of the European Continental Section of ICBP.
(Visegrad, Hungary, May 1987). IAF was represented by Anthony
Jack.

Cees de Bruin congratulates and thanks Anthony for his excellent
report.

J. Meijvogel wonders what part we could take in the struggle
against illegal traffic in birds of prey and how we can prevent
people from earning money with birds of prey.

C. de Coune replies that one must make the difference between
birds taken from the wild and captive bred ones. IAF disapproves
only the trade in birds taken from the wild. Lt 1s: not
illegitimate to sell captive bred birds.

Anthony Jack, about the illegal traffic, suggests that the
members exchange their data in order to make up a "black list".

C. de Coune says that IAF has asked more than once to the members
to send informations on this subject, but nothing has been
forwarded sofar.

If some form of collaboration is being created between ICBP and
IAF, we could then give them the data that we would have been
able to gather. The collaboration with ICBP must be based an a
mutual exchange of informations.

There must be very strict criteria for the informations we would
report: only proven facts may be taken into consideration.

We are still in the situation that what is being said or written
of illegal traffic in birds of prey is essentially based on mere
assumptions.

This attitude must change.

If falconry is said to cause i
evidence of it must be given.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service has organised a large scale
inquiry about this traffic, the result has been poor compared to
the enormous means which have been used.

The USFWS has admitted in a recent report that "the known illegal
take is smaller {than the legal one) and does not alter the
conclusions that falconry and raptor propagation have no impact
On raptor rcesource"

traffic in birds of prey,

_13_
It is a matter of fact that most of birds of prey are increasing.

We shall wait for the findings of the "International Enforcement
Committee” which WEBS has decided in Hungary to set up.

IAF is determined to collaborate in the struggle against illegal
traffic in birds of prey.

IAF insists upon all our members to receive every informaticn

concerning illegal activities involving birds
de Coune will keep trying to obtai

bird conservation crganisations.

+ o+ o+

Concerning the problem created by the Convention on Pet Animals,
Umberto tells us that the problem has arisen in USA.

Cees de Bruin informs us that, in Holland, there is a list of the
animals which may be kept as pets; it is not a law but a politic
declaration; parrots are not even on the list.

+ o+ o+

It is decided that IAF will protest against overprotective law on
falconry in Germany wunless DFO considers that it is not
opportune.

Peter Sapara does not ask that we should protest. He explains
that only falconers may keep protected birds of prey. In the
future, the "falkenhofen® will no longer be allowed to get new
protected birds, it remains possible to get non-indigenous birds
as they are not regulated sofar; they might be in the future.

It is agreed that IAF should stand up in case unfavourable laws
on falconry are to be adopted.

o+ 4

About the situation in Italy, Umberto Caproni explains us that
the Supreme Court has refused the referendum on field sports.

The hunters would have 1let the falconers down in case the
referendum would have been allowed. Now the conservationists try
to organise local referendums; some regions have refused it.
Umberto thinks that it will be refused everywhere.

He asks IAF to keep good relaticns with the authorities.

+ o+ o+

Anthony Jack has been tcld that the Environmental Assessment
Falconry of the US Fish and Wildlife Service will eventually be
adopted.

Other Clubs

4. Jack considers that we may accept those clubs if they commit
themselves to adhere to our Code of Conduct.

Umberto Caproni says that those clubs are hetter known by the
member club than by anybody else. He would resign from IAF if we
trust wureliable people. If they were reliable they would be
member of the Circolo.
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C. de Coune replied him that our statutes provide for a right of
veto for the member club of the country of the applicants; he
confirms that IAF does not accept to correspond with non member
club of a member country wunless there would be a formal
application for membership.

C. de Coune says that an Italian "o
limit falconry to captive bred birds.

He calls on all the members in order that they try their best to
avoid that non member clubs make statements which are contrary to

the policy of IAF or contrary to the interests of falconry in
general.

her club" has proposed to

Peter Sapara explained us that people separated from DFO because
it is too strict; the biggest of those clubs tries to contact DEO
but it has always rejected those attempts. It would make no
qifference for DFO if it had more members. It is always DFO which
is consulted by the officials.

+ o+ 4+

About non member countries, Peter Sapara tells us that DFO has no

contacts with DDR except with past DF0 members. This country has
no falconers association.

+ o+ 4+

Concerning the official registration of our statutes, Anthony
Jack says that it is not necessary as far as Great Britain is
concerned.

€. de Bruin says that in MNetherlands, ICBP has no registered
statutes and that therefor it may not receive money but it has a
foundation which may receive money.

C. de Coune says that he will consult the competent ministry in
Belgium in order to make out if it is necessary to have our
statutes registered as an official international association.

o+ o+

As far as the finances of the IAF are concerned, Heinz Pils asks
that the contribution to CIC should be paid prior tao funding a
trip to the RRF meeting in USA.

Anthony Jack and C. de Coune say that it is more urgent to send
somebody to the RRF meeting than to pay the CIC contribution.

It is agreed that we pay one year contribution to CIC and that we
fund a trip to USA.

Anthony Jack says that the B3ritish Falconers Club commits itself
to cover exceptional expenses.

+ + &
C. de Coune <closes the meeting by thanking the members who
attended. If nobody attends, there would be no General Meeting

and if there is no general meeting there would be no IAF at all.
IAF owes its life to the participation of its members.

—
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES
1988
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

I

-ended as an observer a meeting of the Intergroup on Animal
e 0f the European Parliament.

W
o

wore
v

P

This Intergroup deals mainly with cruelty towards animals, like
bullfights (they are against) and the like.

It has never dealt with falconry. They nevertheless could find
that falconry 4is cruel or that we excite the agressivity of
animals against each other. One never knows!

They have discussed about the proposal for resolution tabled by
the Intergroup Field Sports, Woodland and Environment about the
possibility of shooting corvids.

Some have spoken of proliferation of certain bird species (crows)
likely to be harmful for other species. Some consider that it is
opportune to control them but the majority advocates for a strict
application of the Directive. They say that the nature has its
own means of control; that it is not proven that there is any
abnormal and dangerous proliferation, the censuses do not prove
it. There may be local problems but they do not justify measures
at the level of the whole Common Market. It is not prowven that
the intervention of hunters is necessary.

Contrary to my habit, I did not intervene because this intergroup
is hostile to field sports, it could have led to a debate against
falconry which would have been approved by the majority.

My presence will be mentionned on the report of the meeting; it
is always good that one knows that IAF exists and that it attends
the meetings.

o+ o+ o+ o+ 4

The EC Commission had published a book eon ~“the state of the
environment in the Community” where the Goshawk was shown as
having become very rare in some countries and was extinct in
Great Britain.

I protested against it and the Commission has promised me to
correct those statements in their next issues.

They sent me the new issue where it appears that my remarks have
been taken intec consideration.

This shows that it is sometimes worthwhile to protest against
adverse statements.

o+ o+ 4+

The Committe of the Environment of the European Parliament has
asked Mr Muntingh (MEP-NL) to make a report on the implementation
in the EEC of the Directive 79/409, of the Bern Convention and of
the CITES.

Although falceonry was not quoted, the draft report contained
statements which could prove detrimental to falconry.
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Illegal trade in birds of prey is shown as one of the main items
in illegal wildlife traffic. Germany was again pointed at as the
center of that commerce. Great Britain is said to have banned
trade in birds of prey with Germany (it was true but it lasted
only 14 month and related to any wildlife). He says that the
illegal trade is ten times bigger than the legal onel!l!

The officials are said to refrain from intervening in order to
stop those illegal pracices. ETC...

Eckart Schormair sent to the Committee a very thorough reply.

I sent a counter report refuting Mr Muntingh's statements and
calling upon the Committee to retain only those statemnts that
are supported by strong evidence (as far as our interests are
concerned, none were). I attached to my letter the RRF Resoclution
of Sacramento.

I attended two mestings of the Committee of the Environment at
the European Parliament in Brussels.

Contrary to what happens at the Council of Europe, the observers
were not given the possibility of intervening.

Outside the meeting hall, I had a conversation with Mr Muntingh.
He was upset by my report and told me that I had ne reason to
complain because falconry was not dealt with, adding to this that
he is not responsible for the interpretation that people may make
of his texts,

I said that he has no proofs of what he says, he told me that
NGO's had been consulted and that there are a lot of testimonies.
He even said me that there are a lot of birds of prey attached to
their nest with chains...

To conclude he said to me that he would change nothing to his
text.

After that, I had a conversation with his assistant, Mr Romijn,
who had taken an important part in Muntingh's report.

He told me that his work had been based on three different
sources of information: 1) hearsays from NGO's (eg RSBP), 2)
CITES statistics, 3) direct contacts with some countries.

I said that he does not prove that illegal trdffic is of such a
scale that it may be called one of the main items in the illegal
trade. He replied that he did not say that it happens in great
number aand that it is not important that those transactions are
numerous, a small number is enough to cause him to request a more
stringent control.

He asked if I have proofs that the illegal trade is minimal; I
said that my beleif comes from the lack of proofs that a sizable
traffic exists, in spite of my several requests for such proofs.

This issue proves that there are still a lot of misunderstanding
and exageration about falconry to be coped with!

+oF F o+ o+

The EC Commission is currently preparing a Directive on Fauna,
Flora and Habitats (FFH) .

The birds are not included in it because they have already their
own directive.

It is nonetheless not impossible that this Directive might be
extended to the birds in the future.

It is a very comprehensive document.
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If applied as such to the birds, it could be very dangerous for
us as the derogations are too limited. It is somewhat the same
case as it was for the proposal of the present Directive 79/409.

I gave my remarks to Yves Lecocg (FACE), he conveyed them, with
his own ones to the Commission.

Some amendements have been made tco the draft thanks teo Dr
Lecocqg's intervention.

The proevisions for derogations have been extended in such a way
that we should no longer worry for the future.

I avail myself of this opportunity to point out that Dr Lecocg's
collaboration is a most valuable one.

He worked his way dinto all the important circles and is the
person who is very much listened to by all the influent people.

He has introduced me to a lot of such people. He himself does not
miss an opportunity to defend our interests.

Last but not least, he informs me of the important issues.

I call on all our European members to take the necessary steps to
join FACE (23-25 rue de la Science. 1040 Brussels).

+ + + + + &
The EEC Court of Justice has made an important decision in the
case against France.
Amongst others, it has given a definition of "small quantitigs“
which is one of the main criteria for granting derogations
acording to art 9,1,c of the Directive.
It has also allowed certain devices like nets or lime sticks
which are otherwise prohibited. We may conclude that falconry is
all the more unguestionable.

+ o+ o+ =+ F

According to the Bird Directive, all the birds occuring in Europe
must be protected. The birds which may be hunted are listed on an
appendix; in fact it relates only to traditional game species.

The draft Directive had an appendix with a list of birds that
could be hunted although not being traditional game species
(amongst others, corvids).

This list has not been retained for the definitive text of the
Directive.

Those birds must thus be protected. That's why Germany now
protects the corvids.

By the circular 1/88, I suggested to the members to ask to their
Ministry to file a reguest to the Commission to allow in their
country to hunt corvids or other species which are not on the
list of the birds that may be hunted.

The British Falconers Club has made such a reguest as well as
myself.

I do not know if any other member club has done so.
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE

The Council has produced a “"European Convention for the
Protection of Pet Animals"

The definition of a pet animal is: “any animal kept or intended
to be kept by man in particular in his household for private

enjoyment and companionship".

The provisions which worried me are:

In the preamble: "Considering that the keeping of specimen of
wild fauna as pet animals should not be encouraged"”.
In the Convention itself: "the possible negative consequences for

the health and well-being of wild animals if they were to be
acquired or introduced as pet animals-”

It would be wvery far fetched to use this convention against
falconry, but one never knows...

I obtained an appointment with Mr Ausems who is the lawyer
responsible for this convention.

My aim was to demonstrate that falconry birds are not pets.

In short my arguments were that the falconers do not keep hawks
for pleasure but in order to have them perform a certain work, it
is this work which is the source of enjoyment and not the fact of
keeping hawks in captivicy.

Unlike the dog, the hawk is not the companion of man but it is
the necessary means for practising falconry.

Falconry is not contrary to the well-being of the hawks,
otherwise there would be signs of their sufferings, gquod non...

Our hawks do nothing else than what they would do in the wild,
they only do it when and where we want.

He told me that he was aware of the problem of falconry.

His problem had been to give a definition of "pet animal", he did
not want to be too restrictive but without opening too many
doors.

The definition is quite open to interpretations.

He admits some exceptions like for instance race horses or sleigh
dogs because they are kept for performing a certain work.

He asked whether our members keep raptors only to hunt with. I
said that the birds which are not kept for hunting are for
captive breeding in order to produce falconry birds.

The dinterpretation of the Convention does not belong to the
Council but the signatory countries, the Council may only give
orientatiens.

The same problem has arisen in USA; I asked NAFA what had been
the official attitude towards falconry. Jim Weaver wrote me that
whenever the ©problem arose, they always succeded in having
falconry kept away from laws on pet animals. This letter was not
sufficient for Mr Ausems, he wanted official texts, which I asked
again to NAFA but could get none.

I should ask again.

-«]9_

As you may remember (see Newsletter 1/1987 p5), I applied for
LAF's admission as observer at the meeting of the Standing
Committee of the Bern Convention.

If 1/3 of the parties oppose the candidature at least one month
before the meeting, the application is rejected.

I was confident that I would be admitted like the previous year.
24 hours before the deadline for opposition, the Secretariat of
the Council received objections from exactly 1/3 of the Parties.
It is obvious that somebody has done some Llobby against my
candidature!

But who?

I am very fond of attending that meeting as it is a wvery good
opportunity to meet very important people who would otherwise be
very difficult to come across.

It is also very important to show that falconry is represented.
Last but not least, it gives the possibility to intervene to
defend the interests of falconry, if needed.

Thanks to Yves Lecocqg, there was a solution!
I have been admitted as a member of FACE's delegation.

To my eyes, the most interesting issue was the examination of the
Biennial Reports (1985-86).

As explained in Newsletter 3/86 p7, those reports are a kind of
questionnaire by which the Standing Committee can check to which
extent the Bern Convention has been implemented in the signatory
countries.

There was a question about the derogations given for falconry.

I was really eager to learn what the different countries had
declared about falconry.

I am very sorry to say that, as a whole, those reports were very
disappointing: 13 countries out of 21 had replied to the inquiry;
some of those reports were really rudimentary.

I expected to have an official and reliable source of information
on falconry and other derogations of interest to us.

The Chairman beleives that the Contracting Parties should make a
greater effort to record exceptions systematically and that
article 9 is not properly implemented.

Among the statements likely to interst us, I picked:
Falconry is almost inexistant in Portugal.

Denmark has allowed the "capture" of 484 birds of prey (Buzzards,
Goshaws, Sparrowhawks) with guns or traps, they were not
necessary killed. About the impact on populations, the report
says: some negative effects but not alarming. I have used this
statement in my argumentation aiming at reauthorizing falconry.

Ireland has given a wvery detailed report on falconry; they have
allowed the capture from the wild of & peregrines in 1986, 12
sparrowhawks in 1985 and 19 in 1986. 1007 of the falconry birds
are from wild origin.

Spain estimates the population of peregrine at 17.000 pairs(!!).
An average of 30 birds a year are being taken from the wild. They
say that the main difficulty is to struggle against the illegal
traffic of eggs or birds, joungs and adults.

Falconry is not authorized in Norway; the pgovernment gives
permits to kill Goshawks, Sparrowhawks and Golden Eagles which
can cause damage.
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Holland: the Goshawk population is said to be of 500 pairs (the
official figures of 1987 are 1300-1700 pairs)

It has to be noted that falconry is not quoted by the Cenvention,
art 9 mentions "wise use" as a reason for granting derogations.
The fact that falconry appears on the Biennial Reports means that
the Council considers that falconry is a "wise use".

The Council has reproached that none of the Concracting parties
have laws protecting non-native species.

This is rather worrying as falconry uses exotic species in some
countries, amongst others because they are not protected and so
no licences are reguested to keep them. This phenomenon is in
fact a consequence of overprotecting laws.

Such countries should be prepared to changes in this situation in
the future.

Unlike the EEC Directive, the Bern Convention is not limited to
the species occuring in Eurocpe.

OQutside the conference hall, I had the opportunity to talk to

some people -this is in fact one of the reasons why I like to
attend this meeting-.

EEC.
The Commission will issue a report where it will be confirmed
that falconry is a reason for granting derogations.

TURKEY.

For the first time, they have a system of licences for falconry,
falconers must declare their birds. The aim of this is to have a
census of the raptors captured and of the quails caught.

The hawking season lasts 2-3 weeks. Falconry poses no problems to
the quails because there are many of them in the region near the
Black Sea where hawking is practised. A lot of quails are killed
by all sort of means, but falconers do not kill a lot.

The officials do not want to stop falconry as it is a traditional
activity, they just want to make a census.

PORTUGAL.

Falconry is not prohibited but very few people practise it.

He beleives that there happen sometimes illegal things. 1 said
that, better than anyone, a well organized falconry association
is able to ceontrol and to care that the members follow the laws
and ethic.

FINLAND.

They gave up exporting goshawks because one chap has taken more
gosses than allowed and exported them illegally to Usa
{California) and Germany.

I said that if it were reauthorized, it would make no difference
for those who de not care for laws: prchibited or not, the
poachers do not mind.

I recommended not to issue permits for a large number of birds to
one person as they would most probably be sold, which is contrary
to IAF's policy which disapprove selling wild caught birds.

I said that he should be reassured by the controls exerted by
CITES which makes it far too dangerous to acquire a bird which is
not covered by a CITES certificate. No falconer would be silly
enough to take the risk of keeping a hawk for which he does not
have the proper CITES documents. He would risk his hobby.

AUSTRIA
Falconers pass illegal birds as having been bred in captivity.

"."T;f,,_._._....
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I asked how he can be so sure of something which cannot be
proven. He told me that the falconers have infomed about it
against each other. He said that falconers themselves damage
their own reputation. According to my interlocutor, it is very
easy to get round the CITES..

Germany.
The assistant to the manager of TRAFFIC-GERMANY told me that they
had no problems with falconry.

Norway.

The possibility of getting rid of goshawks which can be noxious
to aviculture exists, but there are actually very few cases where
it is being done and in any case, the gosses are not killed but
translocated. He thinks it would not be politically acceptable to
export goshawks for falconry. The Goshawk is declining in one
area where they have been monitored. The Peregrine is nicely
rebuilding.

Eurogroup for Animal Welfare.

I had a conversation with an observer from that organisation.

He beleives that falconry birds are to be considered as pet
animals because they are kept for pleasure. He was more moderate
about falconry birds used on the airfields. I told him that we do
not consider that activity as 1002 falconry but that, as far as
pets are concerned, I see no difference in those two types of
hawking.

I said that it is not the keeping of the bird which gives the
pleasure but the work they do. I proposed myself for the dialog
and for exposing our point of view whenever it would appear
useful. He agreed.

+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+
Denmark.
In order to support our attempts to have faleonry reauthorized, I
asked to the Council of Europe to send a letter to the Danish
authorities in order to confirm that the Bern Convention admits
falconry.
They sent a letter stating that falconry is mnot among the
prohibited means of hunting.
My aim was not to have the Council of Europe convincing the
Danish Minister but to show that IAF has been able to involve the
Council in this matter. It should increase our prestige there.

ICBP.

I have once more proposed IAF's co-operation for combatting the
illegal traffic in birds of prey but provided that they enable me
to convince our members of the existance of the fraffic and of
its size. I also asked them to suggest me what steps IAF can take
in order to materialize my proposal.

They replied me that all this is of the competence of the
national sections.

In fact I am readyly prepared to collaborate but I want to avoid
that my proposal could be interpreted as a confirmation of the
existance of such a traffic.

It is of course essential that the member clubs crate or maintain
close contacts with their national sections of ICEBF.
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I call on all of you to propose your collabeoration to your
national section of ICBP but under the same conditions I myself
laid down.

The World Working Group on Birds of Prey of the ICBP‘ has
published a report of a Pakistani professor concerning “"serious
threats against falcons in Pakistan". ) .

It deals with the trade with Arabs. He also expresses his worries
about the alarming situation of the Houbara.

He claims that one falconmer can catch 25-30 Gazelles a dayl!

He mistakes the Saker for the Lanner in his summary of the
situation of the falcons in Pakistan; it appears from it that
there is a lack of data on the situation of most falcon species.
He concludes that it is urgent to have the Recommendation made in
Peshawar in 1983 for a total ban on capture and export of falcons
implemented.

I am trying my best to get informations enabling me to reply to
that report.

RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATIOHN

Robert Kenward attended on behalf of IAF the general meeting of
REF in Boise (USA). i
The dissue of interst for us 1is still the Falconry Position
Statement which is being worked out since two years ago.

This document is wvery important to wus because it would be
practically the first official statement on falconry made by a
well-known scientific organisation.

The final draft of this document is rather favourable to us
although a bit weaker than the first omes.

If adopted without being further weakened, this document could be
used as a scientific support of falconry and especially of the
possiblity to take hawks from the wild.

This document is now handeled by Robert. He has to cope with some
opposition against the principle of RRF issuing a statement about
falconry.

B.U.N.D.

The German association for the Protection of HNature and
Environment (BUND) together with the Committe against Bird Murder
has organized a symposium on "the dangers for conservation of
captive breeding”

I have been most alarmed by this symposium. I felt that it was a
"scientific" part of a strategy against falconry.

I alerted several ©people and tried to get a maximum ‘nf
elements to counter the possible arguments "proving" that captive
breeding is noxious.

Christian Saar, Peter Sapara and myself attended the symposium.
Christian made a wvery good intervention during the meeting.
Contrary to my fears, nothing very serious has heen said that
could be used against our captive breeding.

This symposium shows at least that the opponents to falconry are
very active and well organized.

s ke i A T e o
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CITEsS

The Conference of the Parties will take place in 1989. It was
planned to be in Bali (Indonesia) but they recently changed their
mind, the place is not yet announced.

It is not yet known if any issue of interest for us will be on
the agenda.

I remain watchful,

BEENELUX

The Committee of the Ministers of the Benelux is working out a
decision on falconry

I have drafted a proposal which sems to have good chances to be
taken over. I am actively following the work of the committee and
so does Adriaan Mollen.

If we succeed, it will be another international legal text in
favour of falconry. It could be used in other countries as an
argument in our favour.

FACE

I am in constant contact with Yves Lecocqg. As I mentionned herein
before, Dr Lecocqg is helping me a lot for my contacts with the
EEC and the Council of Europe.

In theory, IAF cannot be member of FACE as international
associations are not admitted but national ones are.

The British Falconers Club is a member of FACE, as far as I know
it is the only falconers association in that case.

It would be of great benefit if, like BFC, your association would
join FACE.

C.I.C.

I attach the report of the Working Group for Falconry and
Conservation of birds of Prey.

At its general meeting, CIC has adopted a recommendation to the
governments in favour of falconry.

CIC's recommendations carry a lot of weight on the international
level.

Those recommendations are useful only if they are being given a
maximum of publicity.

I enclose this recommendation in order that you take the
necessary steps to have it published in the hunters magazines of
your country. Please do it.
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NON MEMBER COUNTRIES

U.S.A.

Operation Falcon is now far behind us. It is almost the only hard
data on traffic in birds of prey.

I read in a report on the Operation that 14 people have been
confirmed to be directly involved in the international traffic,
200 raptors have been illegally taken, sold, imported etc.. by
them.

Taking into account birds which obviously were counted twice, I
reckoned 90 birds (instead of 200). Tt happened that one person
had been caught for importing Y birds, another chap had been
condemned for having purchased those Y birds. Those birds were
counted twice, 2Zx Y birds.

150 US Fish and Wildlife Service agents have taken part in the
Operation during 3 years, That makes, according to my
calculation, 1/% bird per year per agent.

Some of those birds had been taken from the wild by USFWS agents
and proposed at a throw away price to falconers or others; the
natural weakeness of some people made them accept the deal and
they were caught. (in Europe, the agent would also have been
sentenced!).

U.S5.S5.R.

A conference on falconry has been held in october 1987 in
Georgia. I have been trying to get information about that
conference but sofar I could not get any. The proceedings of the
conference are in Russian.

I wrote to a Russian biologist, whom I met in Brussels a few
years ago, about it and about other things but I got no reply.

I very recently succeeded in contacting this gentleman thanks to
the intervention of the Belgian Embassy in Moskow.

There are a good many of falconers in USSR, it would then be of
great interest if IAF succeeds in creating contacts with that
part of the world.

TURKEY

ICBP has published informations about falconry in Turkey. They
say that thousands of birds of prey are shot to feed the
sparrowhawks and that over 10,000 sparrowhawks were caught during
avtumn 1987, the majority of which died in captivity or after
having been released, they say.

I contacted the author of that report to get more precisions but
he gave me only delaying replies.

I also wrote to the Turkish delegate to the Standing Committe of
the Bern Convention whom I know but he did not reply nor did the
Turkish correspondent of CIC.

It is very difficult to know what happens in that country.

It is to be hoped that such informations do not risk to pose
serious problems to the local falconers.

I do not lose sight of this matter.

If any member knows anything about what happens in Turkey, I
would be grateful to him to contact me.

It is for the sake of international solidarity with falconers
that I ask you this.
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MEXICO

Mr Federico Medrano, president of the Association Mexicana de
Cetreria expressed his wish that Mexico would become member of
IAF.

I do not have any information about falconry in Mexico but I hope
to get some. If anybody of you can help our members to make an
opinion, I would be grateful to inform me.

There is a rather important market of birds of prey in Mexico.
The most traded birds are: Harris hawks, Red Tailed Buzzards,
American Kestrels.

It seems that this market is decreasing as keeping birds of prey
is becoming less in fashion than some years ago.

The risk remains nevertheless that the Mexican authorities take
too far reaching measures of protection, leaving no possibility
for falconry.

Miscellaneous countries.

I received letters from Brazil, Taiwan and Argentina.

MEMBER COUNTRIES

DENMARK
Niels Tottrup, Thorstrupvej 15 DK-8881 THORSO, has_ been
appoin